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Preserving
Forest Grove

Newslet ter  of  the Histor ic Landmarks Board

100 Years Ago Today
By Claude Rorn ig

Pcriodical ly we r l rn a piece describing cvcnts
that occurrcd 100 1,cars ago todal '  (give or take a
month or trvo).  Some interest ing demographical
h igh l igh ts  inc ludc :

.  100 ) 'cars ago. rnore than hal l 'o l ' the people
in  the  tJ .S .  rvc rc  ma le .  L rnder  23  years  o ld .
l ived in thc counlry and rented thcir  horncs.
A lmost  ha l l -o l 'a l l  the  peop le  in  the  t l .S .  l i vcd
in hoLrscholds lv i th [ ivc or rnorc othcr pcoplc.

.  ' l oday .  
rnore  than ha l f -o l - thc  pcop lc  in  thc

L. l .S. are fc lnalc,  3-5 years olcl  or oldcr and l ive
in metropol i tan areas n'hcre t l ter ou'n thcir
home.  Most  pcop lc  in  thc  t l .S .  nor r  c i ther  l i vc
akrne or in a household r ,r ,  i th no morc than onc
or twc'r  othcr people .

.  100 )"ears ago chi ldrcn undcr 5,v-ears old
represented the largcst f ivc-ycar ase group:
but in 2000 the largest groups u'ere i5 to 39
arrd ,10 to 44.

.  J 'he perccntagc of the tJ.S. populal ion agc
65 and over increased in evcrr census l io lr
1900 (4 .1  pcrcent )  to  1990 (  12 .6  percent ) .  then
decl incd fbr the f i rst  t ime in Clensus 2000 to
12.4  percent .

On Apri l  19. 1906 the San Francisco carthquake
lef i  the ci ty in ruins and thousands homeless. 

' [ 'he

Forest Grove Ner. ls Times had this to sav about
the event:

BAY CITY IS IN RIJINS
l rarthquake Visi ts San Francisco

THOL]SANDS DEAD
Firc Fol lorvs Shock and Adds to Panic

NO WATER STJPPLY
Mains arc l ] rokcn and [r i remen I- ight I r lames With

Dy'namitc Al l  Business Sect ion Is Clone
C' i t1 'Sure l l '  Doomed

"Oak land.  Apr i l  19 .  A t  l  l  o 'c lock  th is  rnorn ing
San Francisco is a rrrass ol-ruins and the f lamcs
cont inue the rvork of destruct ion. obl i terat ing the
lbn rerraining habitat ions. There is no water and
the ci ty '  secms doorned. Dynarni te has lai led to
chcck thc f i rc.  Oakland has been placed under
mart ial  larv.  l 'hc San l)ablo lbrry was surrk by
t ly ing debris.  Al l  night thc hcavcns lvcre l ightcd
by the l ight ol- the vast conf lagrat ion. This
murning a lnass of srnoke marks the cont inuance
of thc dcstruct ion amid scenes of unspeakable
horror.  

- fhe 
est imated loss in San Francisco wi l l

reach f iom $ 150.000 to $200.000 in the town.

l 'he dreadtul  eafthquake shock camc without
r,varning at precisel l '  5:13 o'c lock this morning.
its motion apparently being from east to west. At
f i rst  the upheaval of  the earth was gradual.  but in
a fbw seconds i t  increased in intensit l , .  Chimneys
began to fall and buildings to crack. tottering on
their  fbundat ions. People became panic str icken
and rushed into the streets.  most of them in their
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night at t i re.  They were met by'shor.vers of fbl l ing
bui ldings. br icks. cornices and wal ls.  Many rvere
instant ly crushed to death. whi le others werc
dreadful ly mangled. 

' fhose 
who remained indoors

general ly escaped with their  l ives though scores
were hit by detachcd plaster. pictures and articles
throrvn to the f loor by the shock. I t  is bel icved
that more or less loss was sustained by nearly
every t-amily in the city'.
' l-he 

fieaks of thc earthquake were rnany'. Widc
fissures r.l,ere nrade in thc strccts. strcct railrvays
lvere twisted out of l ine. sewers and rvater pipcs
wcrc burst.  ancl  i t  is l -eared that there rvi l l  be an
ep idemic  o l -d isease.  l ) rov is ions  arc  bc ing  so ld  a t
f-anc1'pr iccs. and cvcn rvater is being vended b1'
t l re glass. '"

Closcr to l rornc. anothcr cl isaster sct the skies ol '
I rorcst ( i rovc al ight.  

' l 'he 
Nelvs' l ' i rnes reported

thc cvcnt as lbl lorvs:

H ERRICK HALL BURNS-TOTALLY
DESTROYED BY FIRE STJNDAY

"March  15 .  1906-One o f - the  s rea tes t  d isas tc rs  in
the hislor l '  of  l ;orest ( i rove occurred last Sunday'
when I  Ie r r i ck  I Ia l l  the  lad ies '  dornr i to r l '  o l 'Pac i l i c
IJn ivc rs i ty  succumbed to  the  ravages o l 'a  f i c lcc
{ ire fanrred b1 a raging wirrd l iom the east.  Wit l r
thc nrcrcury'  hovcr ing around 25 dcgrccs and the
u' ind blorving thir t l ' - f ive r l i les an hour thc { i rcurcn
worked in vain to al lay'  the calamity rvhi le the
rvhole town wrapped in al l  avai lable rnater ials
fiorn rurgs and carpcts to stra)' picccs of'curtains
stood b1' try ing as t iu i t lessl .r '  to keep \ \ 'ann.

Three hours al ter the alarnr r .ras sounded l lcrr ick
Ha l l  r . vas  rcduced to  ashcs .  A t  l l  o "c lock  thc  l i r s t
alarrn rvas given whi le most ol ' t l re occl lpants wcrt :
at  church and at f i rst  only a snral l  blaze resolutcly
eat ing arval '  the highest point ol ' the bcaut i f i r l
edi f ice stood out in def iance to the one l i t t le
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strearn of water which could be ut i l ized. For
alrnost an hour. due to the courageous effbrts of
the local firemen the fire rvas kept fiorn gaining
on them very f-ast. which enabled the students
and townspeople to carry out almost al l  the
furn ish ings .  A l l  the  fu rn i tu re  o f  the  bu i ld ing
including tbr"rr  pianos and other valuable pieces
rvere saved although somewhat damaged by
rough hand l ing .
'fhe 

causc is attribLrted to a spark fionr a
chirnney'  rvhich l -el l  on the rool 'a l though i t  is
also stated that a dcf 'ect ive chimncy was the
cause and the firc started lionr the insidc. Iloth
cxp lanat ions  are  p laus ib le .

Alier the firemen gavc up the light it n'as but a
f 'e lv moments befbre the bui lding was a sol id
rnass of '  { lanres-the rool-  burn ing f i  rst .

I 'he raging gale carr ied thc sparks and burning
crnbcrs wcstward toward the rnain Marsh
Mcmorial  t la l l  only 100 i iards arvay rvhich
'uvas scr iousl l ,  thrcatcncd and commanded the
attcnt ion of thc f i rc colnpany fbr a considcrablc
t i rnc. Thc dry lcavcs al l  over the carnpus were
cont inual lv catching af i rc-zrs many as seven
blazcs start in{-r  within a radius o1'20 f-eet at  onc
t i tnc which kcpt thc big crowd busir .  The
largc oak trees. the pr ide ol- the school and torvn
wcrc scvcral  t imcs srnoking and blazing.
' l 'he 

I  I i l lsboro I-  i re [)cpartmcnt rvas cal led
and arr ivcd in thc ci ty pcrhaps none too soon.
Alrcady I{crr ick l la l l  r .vas a thing ol ' the past but
thc bLrsiness sect ion ol ' the town onl1, '  200 yards
away was catching af i re at rcgular intervals and
it  is duc to the Ui l lsboro f i remen that sonrething
rnore ser ious did not happen. 

' I 'hcy 
succeeded

in putt ing out sevcral  smal l  f i res and their  work
cannot bc too highly '  appreciated.

The ladies of the Consresat ional Church served

Become a Board Member
You"ve read the newsletter.  You've seen the renovat ion pro- lects.  You've admired the new street s igns in
the Clark Distr ict .  And you've rvondered: horv can I  be a part  of  that ' l  The ansr.ver is s imple:. jo in the
Board! We've lots of pro- jects coming up. including addit ional survey rvork south of the Clark Distr ict ,  and
development of a website. Want to learn more? Come to a meeting! \Ve rneet the tburth Tuesday of the
rnonth t i l  7:00 p.m. in the Communit l '  Auditor ium confbrence room. But i f  you can' t  rvai t  to join up. please
contact James Reitz (ru) 5031992-3233 for an application. We look filrward to hearing fiom you!
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hot cotlbe to the shivering firemen $rho $'ere
working in this chi l l ing wind with wet clothing.
Mrs. Laughl in also appeared on the campus early
with a sirni lar purpose."

As an interest in-e side notc. a second Herr ick hal l
was bui l t .  I t  a lso burned. on . lanuarv 2- 1973.

llcrrick llull tus huill irt l,\,\1 ttnd nunctl u/ter I'utifit.s.tt'torttl prcsidcnl
.lohn ll. llet'rit'k. I'hoto ('op.t,t ight r ['ttt it'it' I niyu,tit-l

Preservinq Hidden Treasures
i1, , ' ,n0,  Kisr lcr

Part of  doing work on )our hornc is thc chancc
of f inding hiddcn treasurcs. such as let ters.
newspapers. rnagazine s or picture s bchirrd rval ls
or undcr f loor boards. i l ' r 'ou're l ikc rn1 husband
and me. vou re not surc as to horv to slorc and
prevent further damage to * hat vou have . f  ust
fbLrnd. l lopel 'ul ly '  thc f i r l lorving carr l relp.

Since the 1860s al l  bLrt  the rr .rost cxpcnsivc paper
has been made ol-rvood pulp. Paper made of
wood included chemicals that had not bccn t trund
in paper made in earl icr  cras. 

' l 'he 
rnost darnaging

chemical introduced was acid. Acid is ivhat
causes paper to slorvll turn brow'n and becorne
bri t t le.

l l  inrt ' t '  ) f t l5 ZaTC

New Grunt Funding Avuilable
As most readers knori.  the I I istoric Landmarks Board operales
a renoration grant program to help propct ' t)  ouncrs ol l iet
the cost of '  doing histol ical l l  accuratc lcnolat ion prt ' r . iccts.
l  his nrorrct is proi ided br thc uastc transl 'er stat ion on thc
r ' ,cst sidc ol '1own and is handcd out to viu' ious groups b1
thc  c i t l  counc i l .  So  r , r ' i th  each ncu l i sca l  rcar .  thc  I I l . l )  gc ts
rcnovcd lunding - this l  car our glant r i 'as l i  13.500! I  lar c

a prolcct t l rat 1ou'r 'e bccn thinking about takins calc
o l 'on  rour  h is lo r ic  hornc ' l  ( 'o r rc  la lk  lo  r " rs .  We ' l l
r c in rbursc  up  to  ha l l ' the  cos t  o1 ' t l re  r ro rk .  ( 'on tac t

. lanrcs  [ (c i t z  a t  50 i -992- i2 . ] - l  l i r l  n ro lc  in l i r rn r l t ion .

The best wav to rninirnize darnage to paper
is to store ar,vay lbnn fbur hazards that can
shortcn papcrs l i l -espan: hcat.  humidi ty.  l ight
and carclcss handl ing by peoplc.

l leat spccds chcmical react ions and causes
paper to dccay'  rnore qLrickly.  Hurnidi t l ,
abovc scvcnty percent promotcs mold
growth. A widc var iat ion in hurnidi ty causes
papcr to cxpand and contract as water is
drawn liom and goes back into the paper.
Sunl ight and f luorescent l ight can cause

/?c'rr  c lrcrnical  rcact ions which lade and eventual ly
disappear.  As paper agcs i t  can easi ly r ip i f

not handled gent ly ' .

f)roper storage is the kcy' to preserving paper.
Sturc papcr in a cool.  d11'  place. whcre the
hurnidi t l '  stays constant.  LJninsulated att ics or
darnp basenrents are poor places to storc paper.
Do not cxpose paper to br ight l ight lbr extended
pcriods of t ime. l f  you arc going to display thc
document.  rnatte i t  in acid-f iee mater ial  and use
glass t l rat  l i l ters out ul t ra violet  radiat ion and hang
out of 'd irect sLrnl ight.  Do store paper open (not
lblded) and f lat .  l rold l ines place stress on paper
fiber. Further sources of proper stclrage are:

T-hc Librery ql ('ongr<'.s,s Pre.servulion Weh: www.
loc.gov/preserv/care/paper.htm I
W us h i n gt o n (' o u nt.v II i,y t o r i c' u I S oc' i e Iv &
lll u :; e u m W'e b : \.L'as h i n gto n c o Ll n ty m u se u m. o rg
Phone: 503/6,15-5353
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The Forest Grove Historic Lundmarks Board Grunt Program
Is your house on our local register? I f  i t  is.  did you knor.v that your house is el ig ible for restorat ion /  reha-
bi l i tat ion grant funding? The Histor ic Landmarks Board has funds to help you with your pro. jects.  l f  you
are planning any exter ior restorat ion work such as restor ing architectural  features or i f  you have structural
rvork to do such a fbundat ion repair .  we'd love to help. We lund projects up to 50% of the cost of  thejob
per grant.  C'onte see us! We can also hclp 1'ou f ind histor ical ly appropriate solut ions to any problerns you
rnay have.

The Forest Gntve Historic Landmurks Bourd

Jon Sta_qnitt i  (chair)
(ieorge Cush irrg ( sccrctary)
( ' laudc [{ornig
C' ind1 'Kis t lcr
Margie Waltz-Actor

503-3,5 7-6369
503-3 5 7-33 89
503-359- | t t t i6
503-359-9 t  48
503-357-2770

se m an gat i /n) yahoo. c om

g ree nac re s2 lrl v e r izon. n ct

kal  ekopfdcorn cast.  net

scrhklrr)m sn.conl

c Iay.margie(r lvcr izon.nct

Preserving Forest ( l rove is a quartcr ly 'ncrvslct tcr publ ishcd by the Forcst ( l rovc Histor ic l .andmarks Board to
hclp ful f i l l  i ts duty 'ot 'publ ic educat ion regarding the prcservat ion of 'cul tural  resources. I f 'you rvould l ike to be

on the rnai l ing l ist .  please cal l  . larnes Reitz at 503-992-3233. orJRcitzrr ic i . fbrcst-grove.or.us.

H istorit' Lu ndmurks Board
Citl: of Forest Gntve
PO Bo.r 326
Forest Grove. OR 971 I6

In  th is  i ssuc :
100 Ycars Ago Iirdal
Prescrving I Iidden l-reasures


